REMARKS 



1. Present Status of Patent Application 

This is a full and timely response to the outstanding non-final Office Action 
mailed December 10, 2008. In addition to claims 1-9, 12-13 and 21-24 being 
withdrawn, claim 9 has also been amended in the present response. Claims 31-43 
remain pending in the present application. Reconsideration and allowance of the 
application and presently pending claims are respectfully requested. 

2. Response to Restriction Requirement 

The Examiner has required the Applicants to elect to prosecute one of three groups 
of claims identified in the Office Action. In response to the restriction requirement, 
Applicants respectfully elect to prosecute the claims of Group III, corresponding to claims 
31-57 without traverse. Claims 1-9, 12-13, and 21-24 have been withdrawn from 
consideration. 
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CONCLUSION 



Any other statements in the Office Action that are not explicitly addressed herein 
are not intended to be admitted. In addition, any and all findings of inherency are 
traversed as not having been shown to be necessarily present. Furthermore, any and all 
findings of well-known art and official notice, or statements interpreted similarly, should 
not be considered well known for at least the specific and particular reason that the 
Office Action does not include specific factual findings predicated on sound technical 
and scientific reasoning to support such conclusions. 

For at least the reasons set forth above, Applicants respectfully submit that all 
objections and/or rejections have been traversed, rendered moot, and/or 
accommodated, and that the pending claims are in condition for allowance. Favorable 
reconsideration and allowance of the present application and all pending claims are 
hereby courteously requested. In addition, Applicants reserve the right to address any 
comments made in the Office Action that were not specifically addressed herein. Thus, 
such comments should not be deemed admitted by the Applicants. If, in the opinion of 
the Examiner, a telephonic conference would expedite the examination of this matter, the 
Examiner is invited to call the undersigned agent at (770) 933-9500. 



THOMAS, KAYDEN, 
HORSTEMEYER & RISLEY, LLP. 

Suite 1500 

600 Galleria Parkway S.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30339 
(770) 933-9500 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 47,283 
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